May 22, 2002

The Honorable Spencer Abraham
Secretary of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585-1000

Dear Secretary Abraham:

In 1994, the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (Board) submitted to the Secretary of
Energy Recommendation 94-1, Improved Schedule for Remediation in the Defense Nuclear
Facilities Complex. This Recommendation addressed the need to stabilize and safely store large
amounts of fissonable materid. The Board was particularly concerned with the thousands of containers
of plutonium-bearing residues at the Rocky Hats Environmenta Technology Site (RFETS).

The Board notes that RFETS recently completed stabilization and repackaging of more than
100 metric tons of plutonium-bearing resdues, meeting the milestone established by the Department of
Energy (DOE) inits Implementation Plan for Recommendation 94-1. This accomplishment required
ingenuity and persaverance on the part of RFETS personnd. The Board commends the DOE and
RFETS for completing this significant milestone toward the god of stabilizing fissonable materids as
encouraged in Recommendation 94-1.
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