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The Honorable Jessie H. Roberson 
Vice Chairman 
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board 
625 Indiana Avenue NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Ms. Vice Chairman: 
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Enclosed is the Department of Energy's (DOE) Office of River Protection (ORP) 
response to the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board's (Board) letter, dated 
October 23, 2014. The letter requested a written response outlining DOE's intent and 
plan to incorporate the updated Hanford volcanic ashfall hazard assessment into the 
Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant (WTP) design and nuclear faciJity safety 
basis. 

In addition to members from ORP and other DOE offices, subject matter experts within 
DOE Headquarters Office of Environmental Management (EM) participated in the 
Ashfall Planning Team (APT) to identify viable options and recommend a preferred 
strategy that EM supports. The APT also consulted with a number of external experts in 
developing this report and its recommendation. In an effort to maintain continuous open 
communications, EM ORP invited Board staff members to observe the deliberations of 
the APT. On December 2, 2014, ORP briefed Board staff members on the results of the 
APT's evaluation, their recommendations, and the proposed path forward. We are 
moving forward with the APT recommendations as described in the attached APT report, 
Evaluation of Alternatives to Address Volcanic Natural Phenomena Hazards at the WTP. 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Mr. James A. Hutton, Acting Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Safety, Security, and Quality Programs, at (202) 586-0975. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Whitney 
Acting Assistant Secretary 

for Environmental Management 

Enclosure 
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