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       June 5, 2026 
 
 
The Honorable Christopher Wright  
Secretary of Energy 
U.S. Department of Energy  
1000 Independence Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20585-1000  
  
Dear Secretary Wright: 
  

The Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (Board) is pleased to recognize that  
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has named Mr. Palmi Byron of the Idaho Cleanup Project as 
the 2025 Facility Representative of the Year. 

 
In 2025, Mr. Byron consistently demonstrated effective oversight of the Idaho Cleanup 

Project and other key Office of Environmental Management activities.  As the sole facility 
representative for the Naval Reactors Facility Decontamination and Demolition project, his 
proactive engagement and management of issues contributed directly to completing cleanup of 
the first prototype reactor safely and ahead of schedule.   

 
In addition to his responsibilities at the Idaho Cleanup Project, Mr. Byron co-led the 

conduct of operations program assessment for the startup of the Direct Feed Low Activity Waste 
facility at Hanford.  He identified several instances of noncompliance with operations and 
radiation protection procedures, enabling corrective actions that strengthened operational 
readiness and helped prepare the facility for successful startup. 

 
The Board also recognizes DOE Idaho Cleanup Project leadership for supporting  

Mr. Byron and promoting nuclear safety at Idaho National Laboratory and across the defense 
nuclear complex.  The Board joins DOE and its field office managers in acknowledging the 
important contributions made by all DOE facility representatives and extends its sincerest 
congratulations and best wishes to Mr. Byron.  The Board invites Mr. Byron to meet with its 
executives during his next visit to the Washington, DC area.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Dr. Patricia L. Lee 
       Board Member 
c: The Honorable Timothy Walsh, Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management 
 Mr. Nicholas Balsmeier, Acting Manager, Idaho Cleanup Project 
 Mr. Palmi Byron, Facility Representative, Idaho Cleanup Project 
 Mr. Joe Olencz, Director, Office of the Departmental Representative to the Board 
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