DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES
SAFETY BOARD

Washington, DC 20004-2901

Dr. Patricia L. Lee

June 5, 2026

The Honorable Christopher Wright
Secretary of Energy

U.S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585-1000

Dear Secretary Wright:

The Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (Board) is pleased to recognize that
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has selected Ms. Dimple Patel of the Hanford Field Office
(HFO) as the 2025 Safety System Oversight (SSO) Engineer of the Year.

In 2025, Ms. Patel served as the SSO for Hanford Tank Farms instrumentation and
control (1&C) systems. She provided careful oversight of key facility safety systems, ensuring
robust performance and reliability. Given the importance of 1&C systems in tank farms
facilities, her skilled oversight of these systems continues to be critical to the safety of workers
and the public.

In addition to her SSO responsibilities, Ms. Patel served as Readiness Program Manager,
overseeing site readiness activities essential to mission success for four prime contractors with
defense nuclear facilities. She served also as HFO’s Technical Qualification Program (TQP)
manager. Her commitment to developing and sustaining a highly qualified workforce has
strengthened greatly HFQO’s technical readiness and ability to carry out safety oversight and
operational objectives. Also, in her TQP Manager role, she achieved qualification as a Senior
Technical Safety Manager, reinforcing further HFO’s technical leadership.

The Board also recognizes HFO leadership for supporting Ms. Patel and promoting
nuclear safety at the Hanford facility. The Board joins DOE and its field office managers in
acknowledging the important contributions made by DOE SSO engineers and extends its
sincerest congratulations and best wishes to Ms. Patel. The Board invites Ms. Patel to meet with
its executives during her next visit to the Washington, DC area.

Sincerely,

Forticidl Aoe_

Dr. Patricia L. Lee
Board Member

c. The Honorable Timothy Walsh, Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management
Mr. Ray Geimer, Manager, Hanford Field Office
Ms. Dimple Patel, Safety Systems Oversight Engineer, Hanford Field Office
Mr. Joe Olencz, Director, Office of the Departmental Representative to the Board
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