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Hanford Site Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending May 15, 2026 
 
Staff Activity: DNFSB headquarters staff held a teleconference with H2C and HFO personnel to 
discuss the DOE Standard 1020-2016 Guidance on Extended Facility Life and the applicability 
of H2C aging management initiatives to this guidance. Due to the age of single and double shell 
tanks, transfer lines, and the evaporator facility, which all exceed their original design lives, H2C 
implements several programs to extend their usable life. This includes the H2C system 
engineering program, the tank and pipeline integrity program, structural modeling of tanks used 
to evaluate the significance of signs of damage or future modifications such as added dome 
loading or riser installation, and the life extension studies and upgrades to the 242-A Evaporator. 
In addition, H2C is conducting an assessment to justify extending the Tank Side Cesium 
Removal system beyond its original 5-year operating life based on the design and construction of 
the system. This will allow the system to continue operating until the Advanced Modular 
Pretreatment System comes on line to treat tank waste. Staff also discussed practices used at 
other sites such as the Y-12 National Security Complex’s Extended Life Program and the 
mechanisms for engineers at H2C or HFO to identify code requirement changes or system 
obsolescence that could impact facility safety. The staff intends to collect more information from 
other DOE sites to identify common challenges and best practices that might inform future DOE 
guidance. 
 
Low Activity Waste Facility: During a work evolution, WTCC workers were issued incorrect 
respiratory protection for a work assignment. WTCC uses a paper process for issuing respiratory 
protection and can issue them based on either the work package, activity-level work control 
document, or a respiratory protection form. The mask station issuer provided cartridges and 
hoods based on verbal information about the work package, but did not identify the error until 
more workers on the same activity presented respiratory protection forms that specified a 
different cartridge. The issuer then made notifications, and industrial hygiene personnel 
confirmed that incorrect respiratory protection was issued, but the hood and cartridges selected 
were adequate for the task. The resident inspector notes that the other site contractors use a 
digital mask issue system that requires user IDs to verify training, medical clearance, and mask 
fit as well as the respiratory protection form and task to be issued equipment. WTCC 
management will require workers to present the appropriate respiratory protection form and are 
developing corrective actions to improve respiratory issuing processes. 
 
Effluent Management Facility (EMF): A resident inspector observed corrective maintenance 
work on an EMF pump that had a weep from a factory-installed plug in the pump casing. This 
included an effective lockout/tagout process and tailgate briefings by the field work supervisor to 
support personnel as well as after the workers’ lunch break. The supervisor also identified an 
issue related to a PPE requirement applicable to the work location that was corrected prior to the 
start of work. The resident inspector did note that one safety shower was out of service, requiring 
a pause to verify that there was another safety shower close enough to be credited for the work 
activity. The resident inspector provided his observations to WTCC maintenance personnel for 
their consideration. 


