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Hanford Site Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending May 22, 2026

Hanford Site: The resident inspector and DNFSB headquarters staff observed the annual site
field exercise. The exercise scenario was a tanker truck carrying treated tank waste colliding with
an ammonia delivery truck, causing a radiological spill and ammonia release. In addition, the
scenario also incorporated multiple injuries and exposures that would classify this as a mass
casualty event, as well as wind changes during emergency response.

Central Waste Complex (CWC): The resident inspector observed demonstrations performed by
the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) Central Characterization Project (CCP) and CPCCo
following the facility’s declaration of readiness to certify transuranic waste containers for
shipment to WIPP. The demonstrations included flammable gas sampling of standard waste
boxes, container handling with forklifts, real-time radiography (RTR), and nondestructive assay
using the super high-energy neutron counter. The resident inspector observed how CCP
operations check containers for free liquids and discussed the process for developing containers
for the qualification of operators, as well as how battery-operated tools identified by RTR are
screened for potential nonconformance. Shipments of certified drums to WIPP that do not
require repackaging may commence as early as next year. The resident inspector discussed the
use of battery-operated forklifts with CWC personnel. At present, all battery-operated forklifts at
CWC use lead-acid batteries that do not have the runaway thermal hazard of higher-density
battery chemistries, while other fueled vehicles are controlled by the facility’s limits on fuel
types and quantities. The resident inspector also walked down the proposed location for future
repackaging missions at CWC. CPCCo plans the addition of heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning to an existing waste storage building and the installation of a prefabricated
confinement enclosure inside the building to facilitate repackaging containers that are not
compliant for shipment to WIPP.

Tank Side Cesium Removal (TSCR): H2C conducted a joint event learning meeting and causal
analysis relating to the incorrect hazardous area classification documentation for two pressure
transmitters. NFPA 70 requirements for ignition controls are based on the hazardous area
classification of its installed location. Certain TSCR components are required to be procured and
installed to these provisions of NFPA 70 as part of the flammable gas controls credited in the
tank farms technical safety requirements (TSRs). H2C personnel confirmed transmitters with the
correct labels were installed, but the information in H2C’s Smartplant Foundation system was
incorrect. Based on the discussion at the meeting, participants believed the most likely cause was
an engineer misinterpreting the manufacturer's labels. While this error ultimately did not impact
the tank farms TSRs, H2C is performing an extent of condition of its Smartplant Foundation
system documents for several hundred components and identified multiple actions aimed at
improving workers' abilities to understand manufacturer labels and improve certification
documentation.



