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Idaho National Laboratory (INL) Cognizant Engineer Report for April 2026

Staff Activity: The cognizant engineer held weekly meetings to maintain awareness of site
activities, including attending event fact-findings, management reviews, integrated project
team reviews, and facility plan-of-the day meetings, as applicable. The cognizant engineer
conducted a site visit during April 9-13, 2026, accompanying DNFSB Office of the
Inspector General (OIG) personnel. The visit was intended to familiarize DNFSB OIG
personnel with Department of Energy Idaho Cleanup Project (DOE-ICP) facilities, which
included a site windshield tour, walkdowns of select facilities, and discussions with federal
and contractor personnel. DOE-ICP and Idaho Environmental Coalition personnel provided
the DNFSB OIG team with an overview of key facility operations and projects.

Integrated Waste Treatment Unit (IWTU) Operations: IWTU continues to operate
normally. Operators have increased the sodium bearing waste (SBW) processing rate from
1.0 gallon per minute to 1.4 gallons per minute over the past month by utilizing both feed
nozzles. Approximately forty percent of the 900,000 gallons has been processed to date.

Processed SBW waste is loaded into product canisters, which are then loaded into Concrete
Storage Vaults (CSVs). CSVs are credited safety-significant controls that limit external
radiation doses to facility workers. On April 29, 2026, operators were transferring an empty
CSV via the runway into the Vault Loading Station (VLS) when it contacted the VLS door.
The impact caused damage to a corner of the CSV lid overhang, resulting in concrete
debris on the floor but no damage to the CSV integrity. The VLS door itself was not
damaged, and there were no personnel injuries. The VLS doors are held open via metal
door wedges, allowing a small amount of door movement, which contributed to this event
occurrence. Additionally, just prior to the event, spotters had moved out of the line of sight
of the CSV for safety reasons. Following the event, the facility manager placed the CSV
out of service. Corrective actions under consideration include using improved mechanisms
for holding the VLS doors in position and installing visual indicators on the floor, such as
red and green area markings, to provide improved indication of VLS door positions to the
spotters.

Radioactive Waste Management Complex Operator Contamination Event: On April
29, 2026, a facility operator made a cell entry into the North Box Line in the treatment
facility to repair a hydraulic leak on a remotely operated demolition robot for processing
waste drums. While exiting the radiologically controlled area, a radiological control
technician identified a puncture on the right boot of the operator’s anti-contamination
clothing and low levels of alpha contamination on the operator’s right boot. A fact-finding
established that the work crew discussed hazards prior to commencing work and inspected
the cell floor for debris prior to entering. Upon entering the cell, debris was found around
the east part of the robot, but no transit to that area was required or necessary. However, the
operator identified and relocated some debris while inside to create a clear transit path.
Corrective actions are being discussed to prevent recurrence. Facility personnel are
evaluating whether housekeeping practices can be improved to support maintenance
activities in the cell.



