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Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) Cognizant Engineer Report for April 
2026 
 
Staff Activity: The Board’s staff did not conduct any on-site activities at LLNL in April 2026. 
 
Waste Storage Facilities – Safety Basis Exemption Approval: On March 10, 2026, Lawrence 
Livermore National Security, LLC, (LLNS) submitted a 120-hour exemption request for an 
activity limit specific administrative control in the Waste Storage Facilities technical safety 
requirements. Normally, any transuranic waste container with activity greater than 30 plutonium-
239 equivalent curies must be in a pipe overpack container. The exemption request was for two 
higher activity drums above the limit to be characterized in the Area 625 yard for future disposal 
at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant. The request included updated calculations to demonstrate the 
increased radiological consequences of various accident scenarios would remain below 
thresholds that would require consideration of additional controls. On March 17, 2026, the 
Livermore Field Office (LFO) approved the request. The safety evaluation report noted the 
request was reasonable given the other credited controls, the limited duration, and that it enables 
the permanent removal of these two containers from LLNL.   
 
Building 331 (Tritium Facility) – Safety System Degradation: On March 19, 2026, LLNS 
discovered a degraded condition with a safety-significant fire barrier door in Building 331. 
Someone found the door slightly open, then immediately closed and latched it. While the door 
may be opened for brief periods for personnel or equipment access, it must normally 
automatically close and latch to maintain its credited fire resistance rating. LLNS had taken steps 
to heighten awareness of the need to manually close the door due to known facility ventilation 
balance issues. After the incident, LLNS temporarily stationed someone at the door to ensure it 
remained closed until completion of the work affecting the facility ventilation. Facility and 
operations management determined entry into the applicable limiting condition for operations 
was not required. LLNS formally reported this event as a performance degradation on April 2, 
2026.   
 
Building 332 (Plutonium Facility) – Technical Safety Requirement Violation: On July 21, 
2025, LLNS determined that an emergency diesel generator component installed three days prior 
did not meet the quality assurance requirements for a safety-class system, and subsequently 
completed the commercial grade dedication process that day. LLNS entered the issue into its 
tracking system as a quality assurance program implementation deficiency. More recently, LFO 
evaluated the timeline for this event while reviewing a submittal from LLNS for the emergency 
power system as part of the resolution of the issues related to indeterminate quality assurance. 
On April 6, 2026, LFO notified LLNS that the condition should have been declared a technical 
safety requirement violation due to mode changes requiring emergency power system operability 
during the three days when the quality of the generator had been indeterminate. On April 8, 
2026, LLNS formally reported it as a technical safety requirement violation for failing to comply 
with the quality assurance program. 


