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Engineering–Seismic: Earlier this year, the NNSA Field Office approved the updated site 
probabilistic seismic hazard analysis (PSHA). The contractor performed the PSHA analysis in 
accordance with DOE Order 420.1C Chg3, Facility Safety, and DOE Standard 1020-2016, 
Natural Phenomena Hazard Analysis and Design Criteria for Department of Energy Facilities. 
The new PSHA replaces the previous revision released in 2009. The analysis was in 
development for many years and incorporates significant amounts of new geotechnical data 
associated with the site (see 3/4/2022, 1/19/2024, and 12/12/2025 reports). The contractor 
obtained and used the updated data in the new analysis to reduce uncertainty in anticipated 
ground motions and seismic design bases when compared with the previous analysis. Ground 
motion is an important input for evaluating facility and equipment response to design-basis 
seismic events. The contractor plans to incorporate the results of the new PSHA into site 
engineering and safety-basis documents.  
 
Plutonium Facility–Deactivation and Decommissioning: Plutonium Infrastructure and 
Weapons Production management met this week to discuss ways to improve contamination 
control during and after work using temporary tents in laboratory rooms. They discussed several 
actions to reduce contamination spreads, including changing the approach for installing blank 
flanges and gaskets on separated glovebox lines to help prevent leakage from those sources, and 
evaluating situational usage of six-sided tents rather than five-sided (e.g., by adding a floor). 
While six-sided tents create a potentially more slippery walking surface, they have advantages 
for preventing contamination on the floor and can be disposed of more easily.   
 
Continuous Improvement: On Wednesday, the Weapons Production and Plutonium 
Infrastructure directorates held their quarterly safety pause. Major topics briefed to the workforce 
this cycle included the importance of minimizing transient combustibles in nuclear facilities, 
nuclear criticality safety, glovebox housekeeping, and a summary of a recent arc flash event at a 
non-nuclear facility on site. 
 
Area G–Safety Basis: The contractor for Area G is continuing efforts to implement its new 
documented safety analysis (DSA), which is scheduled to be implemented this year. The new 
DSA replaces the existing basis for interim operations under which the contractor is currently 
operating. This week, contractor personnel submitted a revision of the maintenance program 
related to the DSA implementation to the DOE Environmental Management Field Office for 
approval. In addition to document revisions, the contractor is performing a series of internal 
readiness reviews to prepare for the anticipated implementation verification review expected to 
occur later this year. The contractor has also begun training its staff on the changes. Resident 
inspectors observed several instances of the training and internal review activities.      


