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Nevada National Security Site (NNSS) Cognizant Engineer Report for April 2026 
 
DNFSB Staff Activity: On April 15, staff from the DNFSB and the DNFSB Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG) met with the Nevada Site-Specific Advisory Board. On April 16, 2026, staff from 
the DNFSB and DNFSB OIG performed walkdowns at NNSS facilities and met with the Nevada 
Field Office (NFO) general counsel. The meeting focused on a recent trend by NFO of denying 
DNFSB access to information in accordance with a March 10, 2026, DOE senior leadership 
memorandum entitled “Clarifying Instructions Regarding Interface with the Defense 
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board.” On April 29, 2026, the Board transmitted a letter to the Secretary 
of Energy highlighting concerns regarding unresolved access requests across DOE, including those 
at NNSS.   
 
On April 28 and 29, 2026, a DNFSB staff team conducted an on-site interaction with NFO and 
Mission Support and Test Services, LLC (MSTS), to discuss seismic evaluations of the Device 
Assembly Facility (DAF) building structures that determine whether the structures meet the seismic 
design category (SDC)-3 requirements per DOE Standard 1020-2012, Natural Phenomena Hazards 
Analysis and Design Criteria for DOE Facilities. MSTS’s evaluation follows a potential inadequacy 
of the safety analysis (PISA) to the DAF safety basis due to some DAF structures not meeting the 
SDC-3 performance criteria. These performance criteria ensure that SDC-3 structures can perform 
their credited safety functions during a design basis seismic event. In a letter on March 30, 2026, 
MSTS provided NFO with a revised recovery plan to restore the seismic qualification of the 
impacted structures to address the PISA. The revised plan identified additional mitigation strategies 
following results of analytical refinements from the original plan (see NNSS Monthly Report for 
June 2025). These strategies include evaluation of conservatism in the seismic response, dynamic 
soil properties, and soil-structure interaction modeling used to determine the seismic demand for the 
structures; and the possibility of physically modifying the existing DAF structures to meet the 
seismic demand. The staff and MSTS discussed how the revised recovery plan would be used to 
update the seismic control strategy in the DAF safety basis and whether a periodic seismic hazard 
review is planned, as required by DOE Order 420.1C, Facility Safety. The staff also discussed 
whether the functional classification of the building structures could change following a recent 
direction by NFO to change the definition of the NNSS site boundary (see NNSS Monthly Report 
for February 2026). 
 
Third Quarter Start-Up Notification Report (SNR): On April 21, 2026, MSTS resubmitted the 
third-quarter SNR to NFO for approval in accordance with DOE Order 425.1D, Verification of 
Readiness to Start Up or Restart Nuclear Facilities. The start date of the Enhanced Staging 
Program is planned for May 2026, pending formal resolution of findings identified from the federal 
readiness assessment (see NNSS Monthly Report for October 2025) and completion of the startup 
authorization process. MSTS delayed the contractor readiness assessment for the startup of an 
additional subcritical assembly building due to design and procurement issues and adjusted the 
plan-of-action submittal and readiness schedules for the Z-Pinch Experimental Underground 
System testbed to ensure adequate time between activities to support the planned spring 2028 start 
date. 




