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Pantex Plant Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending May 15, 2026 
  
Staff Activity: A resident inspector from the Savannah River Site was on site this week to 
perform facility walkdowns, discuss site activities, and provide resident inspector augmentation. 
  
Pantex Exemption from Certain Federal Regulations: Recently, PXD requested portions of 
the Pantex Plant to be exempt from federal regulations—Subpart B, Safety Basis Requirements, 
of Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 830, Nuclear Safety Management—which require 
documented safety analyses (DSA) for activities involving nuclear explosives and special 
nuclear material (see 2/27/2026, 3/13/2026, and 3/27/2026 reports). Last month, PFO transmitted 
an approval memo to PXD that exempts all existing Pantex facilities within a certain material 
access area used for staging and transportation of nuclear explosives and special nuclear 
material. In the approval memo, PFO directed that “[t]he approval of the exemption immediately 
relieves PanTeXas Deterrence, LLC from the requirements in 10 CFR 830, Subpart B for the 
[applicable facilities]. This includes relief from implementing the Unreviewed Safety Question 
process and Technical Safety Requirements for the operations…during transition to remove 
these activities from the Pantex Plant safety basis.” PFO and PXD management relayed to the 
resident inspectors that most previous programs and processes would continue until PXD 
develops changes to implement this exemption. However, PXD will not declare violations of 
technical safety requirements, potential inadequacies of the safety analysis, or noncompliances 
with the DSA for activities performed in and around the associated facilities. 
  
Currently, PFO and PXD are still evaluating how the site may implement this exemption. As an 
example, per DOE Standard 1212, Explosives Safety, PXD is still required to evaluate hazards, 
implement controls to ensure explosive safety is maintained, and document the results in a 
process hazards analysis. Prior to the exemption, Pantex relied on the DSA to fulfill these 
requirements. If this DSA is retired, PXD will need to create a separate process hazards analysis 
to fulfill DOE Standard 1212. Furthermore, the resident inspectors note that the purpose of the 
unreviewed safety question process is to ensure proper controls are in place for new or changing 
activities to prevent the occurrence of a hazard scenario. With this exemption, the resident 
inspectors have questions related to what change-control process will be used and the 
effectiveness of an unreviewed safety question process, as there are now no DSA criteria to 
meet. 
  
High Mast Light Tower (HMLT): Two weeks ago, PXD noted in the plant shift superintendent 
logbook that an HMLT in the material access area noted above needed to be repaired. Last week, 
PXD entered this event into its issues management database, explaining that the light fixture 
assembly detached and fell from the top of the HMLT. While no longer required to have a DSA 
for activities performed in this material access area, PXD did not previously need to analyze this 
HMLT as a potential hazard due to its distance from facilities and transportation routes. Though 
if this degradation were to occur alongside a defense nuclear facility, PXD should develop a 
repair strategy that would not introduce uncontrolled hazards to the facility. After PFO 
questioned PXD on their reasoning for issue closure, PXD reopened the event and plans to 
convene a fact-finding meeting next week. 


