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Pantex Plant Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending May 22, 2026 
 
Technical Safety Requirement (TSR) Violation: This week, during a five-year implementation 
verification review of a specific administrative control, PXD personnel identified that the 
preventive control within the safety basis had not been incorporated into a portion of a nuclear 
explosive operating procedure. As a result of this discovery, PXD declared a TSR violation due 
to the failure to include the control in the procedure to ensure technicians maintain control of 
certain equipment to preclude impacts during operations. PXD process engineering has 
prohibited use of this procedure until it can be revised to include all required controls. PXD is 
planning to convene a fact-finding meeting concerning this violation. 
 
Medical Event: This week, during active nuclear explosive operations in a bay, a PXD 
production technician collapsed due to personal illness. The technician reportedly stepped away 
from the nuclear explosive assembly prior to collapsing and struck their head on a piece of 
special tooling. PXD emergency response personnel immediately responded to the facility and 
transported the technician to a local hospital for evaluation. In recent years, Pantex has removed 
analyses to evaluate incapacitated workers as an initiating event for hazard scenarios—e.g., 
removing incapacitated drivers within material access areas as a credible hazard (see 8/2/2024 
report). Of note, earlier this year, a PXD security police officer momentarily lost consciousness 
and hit a concrete support while driving outside of material access areas (see 3/27/2026 report). 
 
Missing False Ceiling Support: Last week, while performing an in-service inspection of the 
catenary cables suspended above the false ceiling within a nuclear explosive cell, PXD facility 
engineering personnel identified a missing compression strut anchoring the ceiling to the cables. 
These individuals also observed that a metal strap—used to secure fire system piping to the false 
ceiling—was not fastened in place. As the false ceiling presents a potential impact hazard to 
nuclear explosive operations, PXD credits the ceiling to remain in place during a design-basis 
seismic event. However, with this missing compression strut, PXD could not immediately assert 
the ceiling would remain in place during such an accident scenario and categorized the event as a 
safety basis noncompliance. PXD did not take immediate actions from this discovery, as the 
facility was in repair mode and did not contain any material of concern. 
 
At the fact-finding meeting, PXD participants noted that a subcontractor was hired to replace 
cast iron fittings within the fire system piping for this facility (see 1/12/2024 report). Per the 
subcontractor work package, removal and reinstallation of the fire pipe strap was allowed but not 
the removal of the compression strut. While it appears that the subcontractor inappropriately 
removed this structural support, the resident inspectors note that the Pantex contractor is 
responsible for ensuring the condition of the work is acceptable prior to returning the facility to 
an operational mode. PXD personnel noted they are still evaluating what inspections were 
conducted on the subcontractor’s work prior to resuming operations in this facility. Additionally, 
PXD facility engineering is currently evaluating a path forward to address the missing 
compression strut (i.e., reinstall the structural support or perform analysis to ensure the ceiling 
will remain in place following a design-basis seismic event). 


