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Hanford Site Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending June 12, 2026 
 
Staff Activity: A DNFSB headquarters staff member was on-site to augment resident inspector 
coverage at Hanford facilities. 
 
Low Activity Waste (LAW): A DNFSB staff member and the resident inspector observed 
different examples of LAW operator rounds. Operators were familiar with plant equipment, the 
correct technique for reading instruments, reported unsatisfactory conditions, and obeyed all 
postings. However, facility management had recently changed requirements for when hard hats 
were required in LAW, which invalidated some postings still in the facility. This required an 
operator to call to confirm whether work was occurring in certain rooms prior to entry to perform 
their rounds. In addition, an operator discovered an error in their round sheet that prevented them 
from resetting an annunciator panel; the operator reported the error and noted that a page change 
request would be required to resolve the issue. The resident inspector also noted at least one 
instance of postings on a door contradicting each other due to one posting being placed because 
of an impairment impacting the other. The resident inspector noted that a best practice is to cover 
postings that are not applicable or are superseded by other postings to reduce sign blindness. The 
DNFSB staff shared their observations with the facility shift supervisor. 
 
The DNFSB staff member observed the replacement of an expansion joint for a process cooling 
water pipe that had failed, leaking 500 gallons of water per minute before being isolated. The 
staff member noted that there were insufficient bolts long enough for the connection; as a result, 
workers reused bolts from the original expansion joint. The staff member also observed workers 
standing on a one-inch-diameter sensing line in proximity to the flange for leverage. The staff 
member shared his observations with the deputy maintenance manager. After challenges using 
the electric torque driver on the connection that required a timeout to request an exemption to 
allow the use of an extension bar, the system was restored to service later that evening. 
 
Tank Farms: The DNFSB staff member observed an event learning meeting for workers 
identifying that the incorrect voltage was in a job’s electrical risk assessment (ERA). The error 
for this annual work activity’s ERAs had existed since 2022, though it had previously been 
correct. While the error did not impact controls for the work activity or expose workers to 
hazardous energy, there was discussion between H2C personnel to identify the right scope of the 
stop work that delayed pausing related outage work for approximately three hours. 
 
Central Waste Complex (CWC): The resident inspector observed a hazard identification 
meeting for adding a new building to the CWC footprint where Transuranic Packaging 
Transporter (TRUPACT) containers will be loaded prior to shipment to the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant. This is a new operation at CWC that will require hazards identified in this session to be 
analyzed and controlled for a future safety basis amendment. The resident inspector shared that 
recent work performed by contractors at the Savannah River Site identified unique hazards from 
vehicles with lithium-ion batteries that may require modifications to the existing facility vehicle 
restrictions around loaded Type B containers, such as TRUPACTs, prior to shipment. 


