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Hanford Site Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending June 19, 2026 
 
Staff Activity: A new Hanford site resident inspector (RI) reported for duty this week. 
 
Hanford Site: The RI walked down several different contractor buildings designated as take-
cover facilities and discussed protective actions required with knowledgeable personnel as 
posted on emergency status boards in each building. The RI noted some instances of bathroom or 
kitchen ventilation not being included in ventilation shutdown directions, one instance of a 
building warden no longer working for the contractor, and informal or conflicting postings about 
how to secure ventilation. The RI noted as a best practice that Inomedic Health Applications, the 
site medical services contractor, has an established emergency management plan including 
multiple means of unlocking rooms to secure ventilation for its onsite facility. In addition, 
personnel at H2C and HLMI facilities either knew which rooms could not be locked to maintain 
access to ventilation controls or knew where to access the appropriate keys without leaving their 
facilities. 
 
Low-Activity Waste (LAW) Facility: The RI met with WTCC managers to discuss 
observations of maintenance and operator rounds by the RI and DNFSB headquarters staff (see 
6/12/2025 report). WTCC personnel have already made progress to address several observations, 
such as a comprehensive effort to deconflict signage and ensure facility chemical alarm boxes 
are visible from outside of posted rooms as required. 
 
The RI observed an emergency preparedness drill simulating an ammonia release that caused a 
driver to be distracted and crash, injuring them and dumping immobilized LAW canisters in the 
process. The RI noted that, unlike most facility drills, all LAW personnel were expected to 
participate, but the adjacent High-Level Waste (HLW) personnel were exempt. The RI observed 
excellent protective actions by the LAW workforce, but HLW personnel drove vehicles and 
walked through the event scene, causing some confusion for players and controllers. Controllers 
also elected to coach players on radiological response, and in the post-drill hot wash participants 
acknowledged that radiological control technicians needed more opportunities to gain experience 
in emergency response actions such as firefighter doffing. A WTCC assessor performing a 
triennial assessment of the radiological control program was present and noted opportunities for 
improvement. 
 
222-S Laboratory: The RI observed an emergency preparedness drill simulating a fire at the 
222-S laboratory with injured and contaminated workers. Due to personnel limitations, the field 
portion was performed as a table-top drill. The RI observed adequate performance and a self-
critical post-drill hot wash. Following the drill, the RI discussed observations about the postings 
and expectations for protective actions for HLMI personnel with HLMI emergency management 
personnel. They shared that the emergency management program had already begun 
implementing corrective actions from the Hanford site’s annual protective action exercise, such 
as ensuring breakers were accessible to secure ventilation in take-cover facilities. 


