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Oak Ridge Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending May 29, 2026

Building 9720-5: In April 2025, a Building 9720-5 material review board denied a shipment of
depleted uranium chips to the building based on the material being pyrophoric.

CNS suspended the movement of these drums after they were
segregated into an area under an automatic fire protection system (see 5/2/2025 report). In
August 2025, YFO approved the continued operation of the 9720-5 facility with a one-year
deadline to remove the material or process a change to the safety basis (see 8/8/2025 report).

CNS concluded to move the drums as 1s, and if a thermal event occurs, the fire department will
be alerted and the affected drum will be segregated and allowed to stabilize prior to any further
movement of that drum. Material handlers will transfer the drums with the lowest risk of
pyrophoric reactions out of the building first to an alternate storage location. Material handlers
will monitor the drums using a thermal imaging camera or an infrared thermometer after each
movement. The operational safety board determined that this activity met the threshold criteria in
the CNS integrated safety management program to require a management review board (MRB).

An MRB provides specific senior management review for highly hazardous non-routine
activities. Senior managers are defined in the MRB charter as director-level position or above
within the CNS management hierarchy. The MRB is intended to provide a critical independent
review by senior management to ensure the level of risk is understood and mitigated, while
proper controls are in place to protect workers, the public, and the environment. This week, an
MRB was convened to approve the drum movement plan. A resident inspector (RI) observed the
MRB and attended the walkdown executed just prior to the meeting. The RI found the MRB to
be sufficiently critical of the plan, raising several issues and questions on different scenarios that
may be encountered during the movement of the chip drums. The MRB will reconvene next
week to evaluate the plan again after all the open questions and concerns have been addressed.
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