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Hanford Site Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending July 17, 2026 
 
Tank Farms: Resident Inspectors (RIs) observed an emergency preparedness drill simulating a 
spray leak that contaminated one worker and left two workers unaccounted for. The RIs noted 
decisive command and control in the initial response to the event notification, implementation of 
protective actions, and strong communication between the facility emergency response 
organization (FERO) members in the incident command post and in the field. The RIs also 
identified opportunities for improvement in how the FERO established safe routes of travel to the 
event scene and in prioritizing the location of workers who were not accounted for. The 
contractor’s post-drill hot-wash meetings self-identified RI observations and showed a willing 
and self-critical approach with strong worker engagement. 
 
Low-Activity Waste (LAW) Facility: An RI observed a High Hazard Review Board (HHRB) 
meeting held by WTCC management to review the work instructions for removal of a melter 
bubbler that could not be removed using the facility’s consumable changeout boxes (CCBs). 
WTCC last performed bubbler changeouts without CCBs during cold commissioning of the 
LAW facility, as observed by the RIs (see 3/21/2025 report). Based on lessons learned from that 
activity, the new WTCC instruction would use launderable, heat-resistant outer personal 
protective equipment for workers; welding shields around the bubbler as it is removed from the 
melter to confine spalled glass and other material to the immediate area around its location; 
pauses to allow glass on the bubbler to cool and spall prior to further movement and handling of 
the component for disposal; and high-contamination area boundaries around the planned travel 
path of the melter during the operation. The RI noted that WTCC self-identified earlier in the 
week that the first scheduled HHRB could not be completed until further planning was 
performed. HHRB members at the second meeting were well-prepared, offered constructive 
comments and feedback, and participants in the meeting demonstrated familiarity with the 
proposed approach, hazards, and controls. WTCC personnel successfully removed the bubbler 
later that day. 
 
Effluent Management Facility (EMF): WTCC personnel have successfully made two 
shipments of EMF waste incidental to reprocessing to PermaFix Northwest to be grouted and 
then shipped in an immobilized form to the EnergySolutions disposal site in Clive, Utah. 
Previously, after concentrating effluents from the LAW facility, EMF would recycle this material 
back into the LAW facility for processing, reducing the amount of waste feed processed from 
tank farms. WTCC personnel estimate that EMF will make shipments of 4,000 gallons of this 
material every few weeks under normal LAW facility operations. 
 
242-A Evaporator: H2C personnel started the last evaporator campaign before a planned outage 
to replace tubing in the steam plant that supports facility operations. Startup had been delayed to 
replace a continuous air monitor that alarmed the prior week. An RI observed the morning 
briefing and operator rounds while the facility was in steady-state operations. Facility personnel 
expected to complete the campaign within a week and be shut down for the steam plant outage 
into the fall. 


