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Hanford Site Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending July 3, 2026 
 
Soil and Groundwater: A resident inspector observed an emergency preparedness drill 
simulating a truck fire at the 289T Pump and Treat facility during a concentrated sulfuric acid 
delivery. Workers immediately secured the transfer and informed the building emergency 
director, who made all necessary notifications, including directing nearby work crews with safe 
routes of travel to the staging area. CPCCo controllers and participants self-identified 
opportunities for improvement, such as staging backup emergency preparedness binders. 
 
Effluent Management Facility (EMF): A resident inspector observed the second mockup 
demonstration to transfer EMF bottoms, a waste incidental to processing low-activity waste at 
the waste treatment plant, to a tanker truck for immobilization as grout offsite. Compared to prior 
evolutions, the established controls were more robust to protect workers from system leaks. The 
resident inspector observed that, while several procedural steps had been improved from prior 
evolutions, some steps could not be performed in sequence. The resident inspector shared these 
observations as part of feedback from observers representing WTCC, HFO, and contractors 
involved in the offsite immobilization of the material. In addition, WTCC personnel self-
identified potential conflicts between radiological control and industrial hygiene requirements 
that would be addressed as part of the next revision of the procedure. 
 
Low-Activity Waste (LAW): A resident inspector observed a Plant Management Review Board 
(PMRB) meeting to review changes to the LAW facility safety basis requirements for carbon bed 
media used in offgas processing. If not controlled, spent carbon bed media could release 
significant quantities of entrained mercury captured during LAW operations. The changes will 
require changing out the carbon bed media every six years and the establishment of requirements 
for the storage of spent media prior to being shipped for disposal. The PMRB voted to approve 
the revision. 
 
Effluent Treatment Facility (ETF): H2C personnel held an event learning meeting after HMIS 
and H2C workers identified that chain hoist inspections at ETF over the past several years had 
not consistently used an H2C or H2C-endorsed procedure as required. Hoisting and rigging 
programs onsite are all compliant with a site-wide manual. Each contractor’s procedures vary in 
format and content, but all function within the site-wide program requirements. H2C will 
formally endorse other contractors’ procedures, allowing them to be used under an H2C work 
package to ensure they do not violate any facility requirements. Over the last decade, H2C and 
the previous tank farms contractor, WRPS, did not continually endorse procedures related to 
hoisting and rigging, as these were not mandatory for performing work at ETF. The resident 
inspector noted that very few participants from H2C and HMIS were familiar with the procedure 
endorsement system. In addition, HMIS rigging components such as chain falls were stored and 
used at ETF and maintained and used according to their procedures. Based on the discussion, 
other H2C facilities may be impacted where HMIS personnel perform hoisting and rigging work. 
Participants committed to a second meeting to finalize impacts, causes, and determine an 
appropriate extent of condition. 


