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Hanford Site Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending July 31, 2026 
 
Waste Encapsulation and Storage Facility: Resident inspectors (RIs) observed CPCCo 
personnel performing Universal Capsule Sleeve (UCS) loading operations. Workers loaded the 
UCS with cesium-137-bearing capsules and transferred them via the Dry Transfer System into 
the Transportable Storage Canister for interim dry storage in the Capsule Storage Area. The RIs 
observed the work crew using strong three-way communication and place-keeping methods to 
ensure technical safety requirement compliance for capsule handling. 
 
Low-Activity Waste (LAW) Facility: WTCC personnel identified two valve misalignments 
after two pumps in the LAW feed system failed to build air pressure as expected. The 
contractor’s investigation revealed that a recent corrective maintenance work package that 
involved manipulating these valves had documented restoring the correct system alignment, 
which was contrary to the as-found field condition. RIs discussed the event with facility 
management and identified that while periodic system alignment checks performed by operations 
require independent verification, maintenance work on the same system did not direct workers to 
independently verify the restoration of system alignment after maintenance is performed. WTCC 
management agreed that operations and maintenance should have the same expectations for 
system alignment to reduce the potential for similar events. 
 
Tank Farms: An RI attended an Event Learning Meeting (ELM) after H2C workers performed 
a tank vapor intrusive work activity with insufficient respiratory protection. During work 
package preparation, industrial hygiene personnel developed a risk-based respiratory protection 
form (RPF) for the job and determined that full-face air-purifying respirators (FF-APRs) were 
sufficient for the hazards present. However, an H2C management-directive RPF created after the 
2016 Memorandum of Agreement between the tank farms contractor and the Hanford Atomic 
Trades Metal Council requires workers to wear a supplied-air respirator or self-contained 
breathing apparatus for all tank vapor intrusive activities. The risk-based RPF was present in the 
work package, but the management-directive RPF was not. The field work supervisor briefed the 
workers to wear FF-APRs in accordance with the risk-based RPF. Based on the hazards 
associated with the job and monitoring performed, H2C personnel at the ELM agreed they were 
adequately protected from potential chemical exposures. During the ELM, H2C self-identified 
that the process for field work supervisors to assign respiratory protection is confusing and 
creates a single point of failure. The process also requires personnel to understand where the 
management directive requires higher levels of respiratory protection than risk-based RPFs 
require instead of having the requirements documented in the work package. The RI noted that 
attendees at the ELM were actively engaged and provided feedback, but the ELM ended without 
adequately discussing appropriate corrective actions with the attendees. 
 


