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Idaho National Laboratory (INL) Cognizant Engineer Report for June 2026 
 
Staff Activity: The cognizant engineer held weekly meetings to maintain awareness of site 
activities, including attending event fact-findings/issue investigations, management reviews, 
integrated project team reviews, and facility plan-of-the-day meetings, as applicable. 
 
Integrated Waste Treatment Unit (IWTU) Operations Status: On June 1, 2026, IWTU 
transitioned into a shutdown mode for work outage. The cumulative treated volume of 
sodium-bearing waste reported at the end of radiological run 3 is 394,376 gallons out of 
approximately 900,000 gallons. Security personnel have approved a new access gate between 
the Idaho Nuclear Technology and Engineering Center (INTEC) and IWTU, which will 
streamline the transport of high-dose items to reduce personnel exposure and improve 
efficiency. Radiation protection personnel plan to review the “as low as reasonably 
achievable” planning documents and monitor radiological efforts throughout the current 
maintenance outage. Due to the significant efforts undertaken by IWTU personnel to reduce 
personnel exposure during maintenance outages, the cognizant engineer plans to evaluate how 
lessons learned are captured to drive continuous improvement.  
 
INTEC – Potential Inadequacy in the Safety Analysis (PISA) for Calcine Solid Storage 
Facility (CSSF): On June 8, 2026, Calcine Disposition Project (CDP) personnel discovered 
calcine material in the CSSF-2 cyclone vault during drone flights using light detection and 
ranging (LiDAR) mapping. After evaluating the LiDAR data, CDP personnel determined that 
an estimated nine cubic feet of calcine material had escaped the confines of the transfer lines. 
Per the safety basis, confinement of the calcined solids is provided by the storage bins and the 
facility concrete storage vault structure. Significant quantities of calcine material outside of 
the primary confinement could potentially increase the consequences of calcine material 
release events. On June 15, 2026, the nuclear facility manager declared a PISA for all five 
CSSFs with a similar design, specifically CSSF-2 through CSSF-6. Compensatory measures 
included prohibiting the removal of equipment, cyclone vault shield plugs, and hatches for 
these CSSFs. 
 
INTEC – Radiological Contamination Event at Rare Gas/Waste Building (CPP-604): On 
June 24, 2026, two INTEC operators were verifying valve positions in CPP-604 as part of a 
pre-startup check. During the check, the operators noticed the area around one of the valves in 
the access corridor showed signs of previous leakage. The operators promptly exited the area 
and notified the supervisor, who contacted the system engineer and radiation protection 
personnel (RPP). The supervisor and system engineer entered the facility to investigate the 
valve without support from RPP. The system engineer placed their hand on a nearby valve 
handle to investigate the location of the leak. RPP subsequently arrived and performed 
surveys, which detected contamination in the area around the leaking valve. All personnel 
exited the area and proceeded to survey out. RPP discovered contamination on the system 
engineer's hand, an operator’s shoes, and an RPP’s shoes. RPP performed personnel 
decontamination and posted the access corridor as a radiological area pending a formal reentry 
plan. INTEC management is evaluating corrective actions to address poor radiological control 
practices. 


