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Idaho National Laboratory (INL) Cognizant Engineer Report for May 2026

Staff Activity: The cognizant engineer held weekly meetings to maintain awareness of site
activities, including attending event fact-findings, management reviews, integrated project
team reviews, and facility plan-of-the-day meetings, as applicable.

Integrated Waste Treatment Unit (IWTU) Operations: On May 6, 2026, the INL Fire
Department responded to an alarming oxygen monitor at IWTU. The oxygen monitor is a
stand-alone unit situated near the blower systems that regulate system gas pressures to
maintain flow in the mercury absorber and extract off-gasses generated during the steam-
reforming process through the high-efficiency filters. Operators were in the process of
sampling mercury in the granular activated carbon bed when the alarm occurred. The
operators exited the affected area immediately and promptly made notifications. The INL
Fire Department responded and performed entry in self-contained breathing apparatus. The
fire department determined there was no abnormal oxygen condition in the area, but that
the monitor had experienced a fault. Once it was determined that there was no hazard and
the source of the alarm was an equipment failure, the fire department released the building
for occupancy.

Advanced Mixed Waste Treatment Project (AMWTP): On May 19, 2026, an operator
violated posted safety requirements by entering a radiation area in the Type-I storage
facility without logging into the Radiological Work Permit (RWP). The facility is primarily
utilized for the visual examination, sample coring, and non-destructive assay of transuranic
waste drums prior to certification for permanent disposal at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant.
Radiation protection personnel conducted a thorough exposure evaluation and determined
there was no exposure to the individual. This included a full survey of radiation levels in
the building with no high levels present anywhere the worker had been within the building.
Consequently, the radiation protection subject matter expert recommended comprehensive
area surveys to ensure posted conditions align with documented surveys. Other potential
corrective actions are still being evaluated.

Idaho Nuclear Technology and Engineering Center-Balance of Plant: On May 20,
2026, maintenance workers at INTEC paused work due to the identification of an
uncontrolled hazardous energy source during removal of an abandoned utility air station.
Despite being covered under a lockout/tagout (LOTO), when the workers opened a valve to
depressurize residual high-pressure air (HPA) in the abandoned system, they discovered a
one-inch compressed air line still connected to a 120 psi compressed air system. During the
removal review, workers noted that the HPA line for the station had been blanked off
upstream. However, another air line had not been isolated under a LOTO to mitigate all
hazards. The INTEC engineering manager noted that the physical system labels showed an
incorrect direction of air flow compared to the as-built drawings. Preliminary corrective
actions include updating the work order and correcting the labels on the utility lines.



