DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD
July 14, 2026
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) Cognizant Engineer Report for June 2026

DNFSB Staff Activity: The WIPP and National Transuranic Waste Program cognizant
engineers held periodic meetings to maintain awareness of mining and waste handling activities.

Waste Handling Operations: In June 2026, the site remained in a nuclear operations pause as it
worked to restore emergency egress hoist operability. Waste handling operations at WIPP and
waste shipping to WIPP remained on-hold due to the unavailability of a secondary means of
egress out of the mine. On July 8, 2026, Salado Isolation Mining Contractors, LLC (SIMCO)
personnel completed initial start-up of the utility shaft hoist, which restored WIPP to operational
mode.

Air Intake Shaft (AIS) Hoist Status: In June 2026, the AIS remained out of service due to
concerns with the functionality of the hoist babbitt bearings. SIMCO management personnel
continue working to obtain replacement bearings for the affected equipment and plan to
complete the repair in late July 2026 and return the AIS to service in early August 2026.

Salt Handling Shaft Hoist Status: In June 2026, the salt handling shaft remained out of service
due to issues with the worn insulation on the electrical motor windings. On June 10, 2026,
SIMCO personnel removed and shipped the salt hoist motor to Industrial Power Solutions in
Columbus, Ohio for winding refurbishment (see WIPP Monthly for May 2026). The refurbished
motor is expected to be returned to WIPP in November 2026.

Utility Shaft Status: In June 2026, SIMCO personnel resumed efforts to restore the utility shaft
as a secondary means of egress from the underground. SIMCO personnel continue to complete
non-destructive testing and service inspections. SIMCO personnel are also receiving hoist
operator training for the new system from the previous subcontractor.

Power Outage: On June 19, 2026, SIMCO personnel entered a site-wide power outage to repair
damage to a service conductor. On June 26, 2026, SIMCO personnel re-established service by
installing a temporary aboveground service line until permanent repairs could be completed. On
June 28, 2026, an electrical anomaly occurred, resulting in a loss of power to the Underground
Ventilation System until restoration on June 29, 2026. SIMCO personnel appropriately entered
and exited mode changes and limiting conditions for operation pursuant to facility conditions.

Long Term Timely Order (LTTO) Revision Issued: On June 24, 2026, SIMCO management
issued a revised LTTO to safely enable and control underground access to support the utility
shaft hoist recovery efforts. The LTTO allows limited underground access for recovery work,
authorizing only personnel supporting utility shaft hoist recovery and electrical restoration to
enter the underground via the waste hoist. The LTTO also requires a hoisting cognizant engineer
to be on site during all recovery-related underground entries and that the one functioning hoist
maintains two power feeds.
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