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Hanford Site Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending August 28, 2026 
 
Tank Farms: A resident inspector (RI) observed an emergency preparedness drill simulating a 
deflagration in a 200 West area single-shell tank, contaminating and injuring nearby workers. 
The RI observed proactive measures by the shift manager based on initial indications in the 
scenario before formally transitioning to his role as building emergency director and activating 
the emergency response organization. The resident inspector also notes that firefighter doffing 
had noticeably improved compared to recent drills (see 8/7/2026 report). 
 
Soil and Groundwater: Workers attempted to perform a sock filter change due to indications of 
a full or blocked filter at the 289TA Pump and Treat facility. A filter change earlier this year 
resulted in a spill of ion-exchange column (IXC) resin beads from the filter housing (see 
4/10/2026 report). IXC resin is highly contaminated due to its function removing certain 
radionuclides from contaminated groundwater treated at the facility. Due to those lessons learned 
and anticipating encountering IXC resin, workers used additional radiological controls such as 
catch containment and personal protective equipment. Upon opening the filter housing, resin 
beads immediately spilled onto the housing, catch containment, and floor. Workers shut the 
housing and backed away. A radiological control technician (RCT) surveyed the resin and found 
elevated beta and gamma radiation, but no removable contamination. An RI observed a 
radiological review meeting the next day. Participants noted that, while resin was expected, the 
filter contained significantly more than originally anticipated. The work crew suggested several 
methods to inspect inside or flush out the housing before breaching the main opening. In 
addition, the radiological control organization is working with a vendor to design and build an 
engineered catch containment for future filter changes. 
 
B Plant: CPCCo and HFO personnel performed an annual walkdown surveillance of B Plant, 
one of the decommissioned canyon facilities that is not routinely accessed. Three individuals 
wore personal air samplers to measure airborne radioactive contamination in their breathing 
zone. After the surveillance, RCTs sent the air samplers to the count lab for analysis. Lab 
technicians discovered an elevated amount of alpha and beta contamination from one worker's 
air sampler. Although beta contamination is expected in B Plant, RCTs have not detected alpha 
contamination during surveys for several years. CPCCo collected bioassays of the involved 
workers to measure any potential radiological uptake. An RI attended the subsequent fact 
finding.  Participants could not identify any likely sources of contamination from the work 
activity since all other surveys and air samples were within expected values. The radiological 
control organization noted that air samplers could remain internally contaminated between uses.  
RCTs externally survey air samplers to remove them from contamination areas, with the 
samplers being bagged and controlled as Radioactive Material. Lab technicians then replace the 
sample paper but generally do not survey the internals. In a previous work evolution, a worker 
wore this air sampler at the reduction-oxidation (REDOX) facility in an area with significant 
airborne contamination (see 7/10/2026 report). Contractor personnel intend to survey other air 
samplers involved in the REDOX incident to see if contamination remained in the air samplers 
after use. 


