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Plutonium Facility—Operations: Last week, facility personnel paused work while moving
legacy mixed oxide fuel rods (MOX) to a staging location for planned shipment off-site. They
initiated the pause after a failure of support cribbing resulted in visible damage to a portion of the
shipping container’s outer support structure. The Type B container holding the MOX was not
damaged. DNFSB staff walked down the MOX containers to observe the conditions and damage.
Management did not hold a formal fact-finding, and work resumed after a post-job review
identified improvements to the lift plan. The MOX was being temporarily stored in the
Plutonium Facility until a disposition path could be identified (see 6/24/2005 report).

Area G—Safety Basis: On Wednesday, N3B submitted a request to the Environmental
Management Field Office to extend the five Justifications for Continued Operations that are part
of the current Area G safety basis until December 31, 2026. The current expiration is September
30, 2026. The purpose of the extension is to ensure an approved safety basis remains in place for
the facility if the new safety basis is not successfully implemented prior to the expiration date
(see 7/24/2026 report).

Transuranic Liquid Waste Facility (TLW): On Tuesday, the NNSA Cognizant Secretarial
Officer for Safety approved an exemption to DOE-STD-1066, Fire Protection, related to several
18-inch sections of combustible piping installed in the facility. Contractor staff submitted the
request after determining the combustible process pipe is not allowed by the standard. The
contractor performed a technical evaluation that concluded there is negligible risk in leaving the
piping in place. Approval of the exemption allows the piping to remain in place.

Transuranic Waste Facility (TWF)—Safety Basis: On Thursday, Triad submitted a revision to
the TWF safety basis to the NNSA Field Office for review and approval. This revision
reevaluates the design-basis accident of a seismic event followed by a fire. Previously, this
accident caused a fire in all of the waste storage buildings and characterization trailers. The new
analysis has this accident start a fire in only one waste storage building based on the non-
combustible construction of the buildings and the separation distances between them. This
accident now has consequences below 5 rem to the public and below 100 rem to the collocated
worker. Therefore, two safety-class controls, drum banding and the seismic power cutoff switch,
are no longer credited. Another change is converting the combustible loading limit from a
limiting condition for operation to a key element of the fire protection program due to the large
margin between the amount of combustibles required to produce a flashover and the
administrative control limit. The limit remains the same. Lastly, the outdoor flammable liquid
limit remains in the fire-protection limiting condition for operations but increased based on an
updated fire hazards analysis.



