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Los Alamos National Laboratory Resident Inspectors Activity Report for Week Ending 
July 31, 2026 
 
Plutonium Facility–Safety Basis: On Tuesday, the NNSA Field Office approved the safety 
basis revision the contractor submitted to resolve six of the seven federal conditions of approval 
(COA) from an earlier revision (see 5/29/2026 report). This closes six COAs and previous 
directed changes, but adds six new directed changes tied to the limiting conditions for operation 
for the fire suppression system. One COA related to integration of the facility hazard analysis 
with the documented safety analysis remains open pending full implementation of the safety 
basis.    
 
Plutonium Facility–Operations: Facility management is expanding operational hours for 
programmatic work occurring in the facility to a 7-day-a-week schedule. Construction and 
facility operations are already on extended schedules. Management had previously completed a 
pilot effort demonstrating the 7-day programmatic work schedule. Management determined that, 
while successful overall, the pilot identified several areas where improvements were needed 
prior to full implementation of the new schedule. Over the last several weeks, management has 
worked to resolve those issues and is moving to ramp up to permanent 7-day-a-week 
programmatic operations. The NNSA field office is not currently staffed to provide full backshift 
and 7-day safety oversight for the expanded work schedules (see 5/29/2026 report). 
 
Nuclear Environmental Sites–Safety Basis: N3B personnel recently identified repeated soil 
subsidence issues at Material Disposal Area T (MDA-T) in Technical Area 21, a hazard category 
2 nuclear facility that received and dispositioned radioactive liquid waste from 1945–1983. The 
overburden above the buried waste, which is credited in the safety analysis, protects the waste 
from external forces. The cause of the subsidence is suspected to be a corroding buried tank of 
unknown provenance directly adjacent to the credited overburden. N3B personnel backfilled this 
area following past subsidence events, but degradation is continuing. They have observed no 
radioactive contamination or doses above background during the current or previous incidents. 
Last Thursday, they declared a potential inadequacy of the safety analysis. This Wednesday, 
N3B nuclear safety personnel concluded this constituted a positive unreviewed safety question.  
Access to MDA-T remains restricted.   
 
Area G–Training: On Monday, an N3B manager identified that six workers had lapsed in 
required safety training. Four of these individuals performed work requiring respiratory 
protection without current respirator training. The workers and their responsible line manager 
had not verified training prior to performing work as required. N3B management is looking for 
any other individuals with key training gaps and plans to emphasize the importance of verifying 
all workers’ training prior to performing work.  
 
Site Fire Protection: Laboratory management rescinded sitewide outdoor fire restrictions based 
on current and predicted weather conditions. Outdoor fire restrictions place additional controls 
on outdoor activities that may act as an ignition source and were enacted in early July (see 
7/3/2026 report).  


