DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD
September 15, 2026
Nevada National Security Site (NNSS) Cognizant Engineer Report for August 2026

DNFSB Staff Activity: On August 12, 2026, DNFSB staff held a teleconference with the Nevada
Field Office (NFO) and Mission Support and Test Services, LLC (MSTS) to discuss seismic
evaluations and soil-structure interactions for several building structures at the Device Assembly
Facility (DAF). The discussion focused on whether the structures meet their safety performance
requirements to withstand a design basis seismic event (see NNSS monthly reports for April 2026
and June 2026). The DNFSB staff are evaluating information from the teleconference and
additional sources, and will provide preliminary observations to NFO and MSTS upon completing
their review.

During the week of August 17, 2026, DNFSB staff performed walkdowns and observed operations
at DAF and the Principal Underground Laboratory for Subcritical Experimentation (PULSE)
facility as part of routine oversight. On August 19, 2026, DNFSB staff conducted a public outreach
event to explain the DNFSB’s role in ensuring adequate protection of the public and workers at
DOE defense nuclear facilities and highlight recent challenges with access to DOE defense nuclear
facility information.

Technical Safety Requirements (TSR) Violation at the Radioactive Waste Management
Complex (RWMC): The TSR material-at-risk (MAR) inventory specific administrative control is
used to restrict the quantity of radiological material in each RWMC facility. To implement this
control at the real-time radiography (RTR) facility, RWMC allows only one low-level waste (LLW)
or transuranic waste container to be present at any given time. On July 22, 2026, RWMC personnel
discovered seven LLW containers at the RTR facility, resulting in a TSR violation. MSTS
personnel corrected the condition by moving the seven containers to another location and issued a
notice to the workforce to reinforce the MAR limit for that facility. On August 18, 2026, MSTS
submitted a non-compliance report to the DOE Office of Enforcement non-compliance tracking
system and identified an action to complete a causal analysis report and develop a corrective action
plan of the incident. MSTS intends to complete these actions in October 2026.

Electrical Arc Event at PULSE: On July 22, 2026, two workers discovered live electrical wires
while removing abandoned electrical equipment from the above-ground uninterruptible power
supply trailer at PULSE. During equipment removal, the exposed ends of the wires contacted one
another, resulting in an electrical arc and a fault in nearby electrical equipment. The wires were not
connected to the abandoned equipment at the time of the incident. Personnel immediately
suspended work, placed the wires in a safe configuration, and restricted access to the trailer. MSTS
is investigating the event and noted that no personnel were injured and that there were no impacts
on operations or damage to equipment.

DAF Safety Basis Revision: On August 15, 2026, NFO approved a revision to the DAF safety
basis. The revision clarifies terminology used to describe material forms and their use in assembly
and handling operations, as well as storage in containers at DAF. NFO did not identify any
conditions of approval or issues to be addressed in the next safety basis update.



