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Nevada National Security Site (NNSS) Cognizant Engineer Report for May 2026 
 
DNFSB Staff Activity: The Board’s staff did not conduct onsite activities in May. 
 
Safety Basis Update for Joint Actinide Shock Physics Experiment Research (JASPER): The 
Nevada Field Office (NFO) recently approved a revision to the JASPER safety basis. The revision 
authorizes staging of a spent component outside of the standard waste box in specific JASPER 
buildings. NFO did not identify any issues with the revision and issued the associated safety 
evaluation report on May 11, 2026.  
 
Safety Basis Update for Enhanced Staging Program (ESP) at the Device Assembly Facility 
(DAF): On March 4, 2026, NFO issued a safety evaluation report documenting their approval of a 
revision to the DAF safety basis. The revision would allow for greater staging capacity to support 
ESP operations by increasing the material-at-risk (MAR) for select DAF buildings and the DAF 
corridor. It also accommodates a wider variety of container types, including some with higher 
material limits than originally planned. The revision would also restrict liquid-fuel powered vehicles 
from entering DAF buildings, which reduces the likelihood of a pool fire event.   
 
ESP Start-Up Authorization at DAF: On April 28, 2026, NFO granted start-up authorization to 
proceed with ESP nuclear operations at DAF. Mission Support and Test Services, LLC (MSTS) 
resolved federal and contractor pre-start findings identified during the readiness assessments and 
developed corrective action plans to address the post-start findings (see NNSS Monthly Reports for 
October 2025 and March 2026). Of note, one of the findings from the federal readiness assessment 
was that the current DAF safety basis did not analyze the wire guide system as a possible accident 
initiator for mechanical impacts to the credited multi-tier staging rack system (MTSRS). MSTS 
committed to reevaluating the system. MSTS also developed corrective actions to revise several 
procedures for ESP operations, including new verification steps to ensure the wire rope assembly on 
the containers are properly secured to the skid/pallet to prevent a fall during a seismic event. MSTS 
expects to begin nuclear operations with the MTSRS in May 2026.   
 
Update to Glovebox Enhanced Capability (GBEC) Project at DAF: On April 28, 2026, MSTS 
submitted a revision of the major modification evaluation for the GBEC project to NFO (see NNSS 
Monthly Report for December 2024). The revised evaluation redefines the project as a simple 
modification rather than a major modification and notes that any future proposals to expand the 
GBEC glovebox line would be evaluated as separate projects. The revised scope includes 
installation of four gloveboxes to support Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory surveillance 
activities. MSTS concluded that the planned GBEC processes are comparable to existing glovebox 
operations currently performed at DAF and that the project would not introduce new hazards, 
accident-event types, or safety controls.   


