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SECRET - RESTRICTED DATA

September 30, 1998

The Honorable Bill Richardson
Secretary ofEnergy
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washinh'ion, DC 20585-1000

Dear Secretary Richardson:

On September 3D, 1998, the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (Board), in
accordance with 42 U.S.C. § 2286a(a)(5), unanimously approved Recommendation 98-2, which
is enclosed for your consideration. Recommendation 98-2, deals with Safety Management at the
Pantex Plant.

42 U.S.C. § 2286d(a) requires the Board, after receipt by you, to promptly make this
recommendation available to the public in the Department ofEnerh'Y's (DOE) regional public
reading rooms. However, the recommendation contains information which is classified or
otherwise restricted. Please arrange to have this letter forwarding the recommendation (which is
unclassified when separated from the attachment) promptly placed on file in your regional public
reading rooms.

The following is an unclassified summary of the Board's recommendation: The Board
believes that opportunities exist to strenh'ihen and simplifY the process by which DOE designs and
develops activities at the Pantex Plant and independently evaluates· the safety of those operations.
The Board believes that DOE should take action to improve these processes.

Sincerely,

fl~
t/ ~~~ T. onway

Chairman

c: Mr. Mark B. Whitaker, Jr.

When separated from enclosures, this document is unclassified.
Document transmitted herewith contains SecretJRestricted Data
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DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES
SAFETY BOARD

[Recommendation9~

Safely Management 8tthe Pantex Plant

AGENCY: Defense Nuclear FaciUties
Safety Board. ._
ACTlON: Notice, rc<;ommcndation.

SUMMARY: The Defense Nuclear
Facilities Safely Board has made a
recommendation to tIte Secretary of
Energy pursuant to:42 U.S.C. 2266a(a)(5)
conccrni.og safety management at the
Pantex Plant. The Board believes that
opportunities exist to strengthen and
simplify the process hy which DOE
designs and develops activities at the
Panlex Plant and independently
evaluQtes the safely of those operations.
The Board believes that DOE should
take action to improve these proce5$es.
However, the recommendation contains
inforriwtion which is classified and
otherwise restricled. Therefore, only Ihe
lelter forwarding the rccqrnmendation
(which is unclassified when separaled
from the attachment) is beirig published.
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. FOR FURTHER INFORMAnON CONTACT:
K.enneth M. Pursateri or AndNw L..
Thlbadeal,l at the address above or
leiephone (202) ;(08-(;400.

Dated: October 1. 1998.

'Qhn T. Conway,
Chairmdt1.

Apllcndix-T!,ansmittal Letter to the .
Secretary of Energy

DEFENSE NUCLEAR FAGILITIES SAmy
DOARD

625lndiana Avenue, NW, Suite 700.
. Washi.ngtc;lD, D.C. 20004. (202)" 206-0400 .

SECRET~RESTRICTED DATA
September 30, 19'98

The Honorable Bill Richardson.
Secretary ofErte!W. 1000 Independence

Avenue. SW. Washington. DC 20585-
1000 •.

Dear See;retary Richardson: On September
30•. 1998, the Defense Nuclear Facilities
Sl!rety Board (Board), in accordana: with 42
V.S.C § 2286a(a)(S), unanimously approved
Recommendation 98-2, which is enclosed for
your consideration. Recommendatl6D 96-2,
dealfi with Safety,Managomont at !.he Pantex
Plant

42 U.S.C. § 2206d(a) reqUire, lbe Doord.
after receipt by you, to promptJy make Ihis .
rocommoudalion avo.1lo.ble to the public in
tho Dopartmcnt ofEn.ergy's (DOE) regional
public read4J.g roolns. However, Ihe
recommendation contains Information which
Is classIfied or otherwise restricted" Please
ammge 10 have this leHer fotwarding the
recommendation (wbich is unclassified when

. separated (rQrn the attachment) promptly
placed on file in your regional public readiug
rooms.

The following is an unclassified summary
of the Board's recommendation: The Board
believes that opportunities exist 10 strengt.b~n

and simplify the process by whIch DOE
designs and develops llctlvilles 8.t tbe Pantox
Planl and independently evalu3tes the safety
.9f thO$C operatIoos. The Board believes that
J?OE should tale action to improve those
processes.

Sincerely,.
John T. Conway,
CJloinno"n.

c: Mr. Mark n. Whitaker, Jr.
When separated from enclosures, this

document Is unclassified. Ocx:wnOIlt
transmined herewith contains SccretJ
Restricted Data.

(FA Do<:. 9&-26067 Filed 10-6-98; 8,45 am)
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