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December 7, 2011 o C"} -
The Honorable Peter S. Winokur -
Chairman 2=
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board gt — :‘
625 Indiana Avenue, NW, Suite 700 o s

Washington, DC 20004

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Based on past interest of the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (DNFSB)
with Building 331 Tritium operations at the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory (LLNL), this letter provides information related to a clarification of an
issue related in the Building 331 (B331) Documented Safety Analysis (DSA).

On June 14, 2011, as requested by the DNFSB report regarding Review of Safety
Basis for Tritium Facility, LLNL, the National Nuclear Security Administration
(NNSA) transmitted the Livermore Site Office (LSO) response to the DNFSB.
The NNSA transmittal memo indicated that LSO was preparing a Safety
Evaluation Report (SER) that included a number of Conditions of Approval
(COAs) that LLNL would implement through re-submittal of the B331 DSA and
Technical Safety Requirements (TSRs). One COA limited “the total hydrogen
species that can be introduced into the Tritium Processing Station (TPS) and
Tritium Science Station (TSS) gloveboxes to 2% by volume.”

Subsequently, LLNL requested clarification on the COA since (1) the LSO SER
stated that a four percent by volume limit for total hydrogen species in a glovebox
would prevent a deflagration when the hydrogen mixture was at equilibrium; (2)
the National Ignition Facility target production operations to-date have exceeded
the two percent limit for total glovebox inventory; and (3) the total inventory
within or connected to the gloveboxes was not capped.

On October 7, 2011, LSO clarified the COA as follows:

“LLNL shall revise the B331 TSR [Specific Administrative
Control] SAC to limit the total hydrogen species within or
connected to the TPS and TSS gloveboxes to less than 4% by
volume. In addition, LLNL shall implement a TSR programmatic
administrative control limiting hydrogen species in TPS and TSS to
2% volume in any continuous un-isolated volume.”
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The revised COA ensures the TPS and TSS gloveboxes will be operated in a
manner that protects worker safety while meeting programmatic needs. The LSO
letter and the enclosure transmit the revised COA and the justification.

Additionally, LSO will brief the DNFSB on this topic when they visit LLNL the
week of December 12, 2011. If you have any questions concerning this letter,
please contact me at (202) 586-2179 or have your staff contact Ms. Sharon Steele

at (202) 586-9554.

Enclosure

cc: M. Campagnone, HS-1.1
A. Williams, LSO
T. D’ Agostino, NA-1

Sincerely, .
- Y/
4&;5' e S T

DONALD L. COOK
Deputy Administrator
for Defense Programs
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Dr. Bruce T. Goodwin

Principal Associate Director

Weapons and Complex Integration
Lawrence Livermore National Security, LLC
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
7000 East Avenue, L-160

Livermore, CA 94551

Subject: Clarification of Building 331 Hydrogen Species Condition of Approval to Address
Programmatic Needs (DP:110080)

References: (1) COR-NSI-12/10/2011-307760 (A. Williams/B. Goodwin), Conditional
Approval of the Documented Safety Analysis and Technical Safety Requirements
for the Tritium Facility — Building 331 (TS:110045), dated July 12, 2011

(2) NMTP11-077 (R. Rocha/A. Williams), Request for Clarification on B331
Hydrogen Limit Conditional Approval to Address Programmatic Needs, dated
September 27, 2011

Dear Dr. Goodwin:

In Reference 1 the Livermore Site Office (LSO) directed the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory (LLNL) to comply with six Conditions of Approval (COAs) through re-submittal of
the Building 331 (B331) Documented Safety Analysis {DSA) and Technical Safety
Requirements (TSR). One of the COAs directed the following concerning the hydrogen species
limit for the B331Tritium Processing Station (TPS) and the Tritium Science Station (TSS).

LLNL shall revise the TSR Specific Administrative Controls (SACs)
to limit the total hydrogen species that can be introduced into the
TPS and TSS gloveboxes to 2% by volume.

LENL requested in Reference 2 that the above COA be amended, presenting information related
to the nrogrammatic need to amend the COA and frequency analysis concerning the potential to
release hivdrogen species in the TPS and TSS gloveboxes. LSO agrees with the analysis
presentad 1n Reference 2 and directs the subject COA be revised to the following:



B. Goodwin
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Evaluation of the Adequacy of LLNL’s Proposed Change to the COA on
Hydrogen Species Inventory
For
B331 Tritium Gloveboxes

Background and Approach

At an August 29, 2011 meeting, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) staff
expressed to the Livermore Site Office (LSO) serious concerns about the ability to meet
programmatic deliverables under a Condition of Approval (COA) to limit the total amount of
hydrogen isotopes within and connected to the Tritium Processing Station and Tritium Science
Station gloveboxes at the Tritium Facility to 2% of total volume.

In reference (1), LLNL formally submitted its concerns, the following recommended change to
the COA, and the basis for the recommended change.

LLNL shall revise the B331 TSR SACs to limit the total hydrogen species
within or connected to the TPS and TSS gloveboxes to less than 4% by
volume. In addition LLNL shall implement a TSR programmatic
administrative control limiting hydrogen species in TPS and TSS to 2%
by volume in any continuous un-isolated volume.

The purpose of the COA was to provide a control to prevent a hydrogen deflagration in the
tritium gloveboxes. The unmitigated consequence of a glovebox deflagration is estimated to be
low to negligible for collocated workers and the general public but high for facility workers in
the vicinity of the affected tritium glovebox. Accordingly, LSO’s primary focus was on the
adequacy of the proposed preventive control as applied to the safety of B331 facility workers.

Review Details

Attachment A of Reference (1) provided information on minimum required loads, practical
operational load, and design full loads for each of the individual inventory sources to support
programmatic needs. Subsequent meetings between LLNL and LSO discussed the low
likelihood of simultaneously storing all the hydrogen sources identified in the proposed practical
operational load as well as the challenge of projecting future needs associated with production of
tritium/deuterium/protium targets for the National Ignition Facility (NIF). At these meetings,
LLNL provided further details on optimal operating ranges and operational efficiencies (or more
accurately inefficiencies) associated with extracting tritium from palladium beds and uranium
beds as well as with operational support activities (e.g., lecture bottle change-out frequency).
Additionally, information was provided regarding the derivation of minimum required loads
from variables including NIF-requested parameters and equipment and piping volumes. This



Conclusion

The level of protection provided by the revised COA is consistent with the safety margin

(to the Lower Flammability Limit [LFL] — i.e. 2% by volume maximum concentration allowed
compared to 4% [conservatively selected as the LFL of hydrogen]) proposed in the Safety
Evaluation Report (SER) (Reference 4) for the B331 DSA/TSR Annual Update for all credible
hydrogen species release scenarios. The revised COA as shown below ensures TPS and TSS
gloveboxes will be operated in a manner that protects worker safety while meeting programmatic
needs.

LLNL shall revise the B331 TSR SACs to limit the total hydrogen species
within or connected to the TPS and TSS gloveboxes to less than 4% by
volume. In addition LLNL shall implement a TSR programmatic
administrative control limiting hydrogen species in TPS and TSS to 2%
by volume in any continuous un-isolated volume.
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