DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIESSAFETY BOARD
February 16, 2001
TO: J. Kent Fortenberry, Technical Director
FROM: Paul F. Gubanc and David T. Moyle, Oak Ridge Site Representatives
SUBJ:  Activity Report for Week Ending February 16, 2001

Staff members Andrews, Bamdad, Coones, Deplitch, Helfrich, and Kupferer visited to review the
integration of hazards assessments across Y-12. Mr. Gubanc was out sick Wednesday and Thursday.

A.Y-12Integrated Hazards: Thestaff hasbeen conducting aseriesof reviewsacrossthe DOE complex
of integration of hazards assessments (e.g., safety analyses, fire hazards analyses[FHA], emergency
management hazards assessments, and NEPA analyses). Thestaff waspleased withthestatusof Y-12
emergency management hazards assessments, and the use of asingle hazardidentification procedure by
both saf ety basisand emergency management personnel. However, thestaff isconcerned about thelack
of integration of hazardsbetween NNSA facilitiesand environmenta management/ORNL facilitieslocated
at Y-12. Thestaff isa sotroubled by theincons stenciesbetween the current facilitiesauthori zation bases
and the draft site-wide EIS.

Thestaff expressed concern about adepl eted uranium warehousethat issusceptibletofire. TheFHA
recognizesan urgent need for lightning protection and el ectrical upgradesto reducethepotentia for fire
initiators. Thestaff aso questioned whether sprinklerswould beeffectivefor aroof fire. Thefacility safety
basisdoesnot credit any controlsto prevent or mitigate afire becauseaworst casefire doesnot exceed
offsteradiologica doseguidelines. However, thetoxic effectsof uraniummay exceed guidelines. BWXT
andtheY-12 AreaOffice (Y AO) recognizethat thisstorage configurationisundesirabl e, but have not
raisedit asapriority for correction. Significant risk reduction benefit could bederived by rel ocating this
materia to other existing on-site storage space. (1-C)

B.Y-12 Training and Qualification: L ast week, wereported that someY -12 fissilematerial handlers

(FMH) are only qualified, but not certified, contrary to the requirements of DOE Order 5480.20A.

1. BWXT hasidentified 15 FMH positionsthat requireonly quaification, not certification. BWXT and
Y AO representatives are reeval uating each of these positions for certification.

2. OnMonday, Y AOformally communicated thisissueto BWXT and requested correctiveactionin 30
daysor less. However, onFriday, theY AO Manager verbally requested BWXT senior management
to expeditioudy provideitsjustification and compensatory measuresfor continuing operationswith non-
certified FMH’s. A BWXT reply is expected on February 219,

We are continuing to follow thisissue and press for itstimely resolution. (1-C)

C. EUO Reduction: The EUO Manager decided thisweek, after consulting with hisoperating staff, that
hewould defer themanagement self-assessment (M SA) for reduction several daysrather than enteringit
not fully prepared. Thisisanoted departurefrom past practicewherelinemanagersprematurely started
their MSAs due to schedule pressures. We support this decision. (2-A)

D. Y-12 Emergency Drill: Mr. Moyleobserved an emergency drill on Wednesday, involving apostul ated
explosion, fire, materia releaseand personnd injury. Thecritiquewasrefreshingly candid andidentified
several issues which need improvement. BWXT continues to make preparations for Y-12's full
participation exercise planned for May 9, 2001. (1-C)
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